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SESSION 01

THE DRAFT

THEe.  SESSION 01 BIG IDEA

B] G God picks each of us to be part of what He is up
to in the world -- to be part of His team.

IDEA
INTRODUCTION

Jesus walks up to the first disciples one ordinary day as they
did their jobs and says “Come follow Me”. If we think about this re-
ally happening to us, it's pretty weird, because if someone came up
to us at work and said, “Come, follow Me”, there is no way would
we say “yes” and go with them (unless we hated our jobs and
already planned on quitting that day anyway.) But in Jesus’ day, it
was a common thing for rabbis (spiritual leaders and teachers) to
say “Come, follow me”, and if a rabbi said that to you, it meant he’'d
picked you to become His disciple, His follower.

The fact that the first disciples were working in the family busi-
ness as fisherman tells us that they were guys who were used
to NOT being picked. In those days, by around 12 years old, all
the Jewish boys had heard one of two things from the local rabbi:
“Come, follow me” or “Go home and learn the family business”
(which meant “No thanks, you're not good enough to be my disciple.
Have a nice life.”) So Peter, James, and John were very used to
something even worse than getting picked last; they were used to
not getting picked at all.

And odds are good they already knew who Jesus was (word
travels fast in small towns), that He was something special. So that
fact that HE wanted THEM to be HIS disciples seemed incredible.
These guys were used to not getting picked. In those days when a
rabbi chose you to be his disciple, he was not choosing you just to




I learn his teaching: he was saying that he believed you had what
it takes to be like him, to become like him, to carry on in his
place after he was gone. So Jesus was paying them a HUGE
compliment. “Come follow me” was a huge honor and affirma-
tion.

It's a lot like draft day in pro sports. Some players KNOW
they are going to be drafted. They’re the ones who are at the
draft ceremony, sitting around in fancy clothes with their fami-
lies, just waiting for their names to be called so they can walk to
the podium and be handed the jersey and the hat of the team
that picked them. For some players, it's just a matter of when
they will get picked, not if. But for other players, it's very much
an “if” thing: they are sitting at home, watching on TV, hoping
that some team at some point in the draft calls their name.

And of course, there’s another part of being drafted. A
player doesn’t have to become part of the team that drafts
them. They can say “no”. They can go do something else with
their life. That's their choice. We can hear that God drafts us,
picks us to be part of His team, to lead lives that are first and
foremost about Helping People Find Their Way Back To God
(HPFTWBTG), which Jesus calls being “fishers of men”, and we
can pass on the opportunity. We can pass on being picked be-
cause we want our lives to be about something else, or we can
pass on it because we don'’t really believe that we could ever be
what God says we could be. But regardless of our response,
God still picks us. God believes in who we are and who we can
become as part of His team. God picks each of us.”

OPENER

Name a sport or make up a fictitious sport where you would
be drafted first for the team (i.e. basketball, soccer, car-detail-
ing, dancing, etc).

READ EPHESIANS 1:4-5 (NIV)

“For He chose us in Him before the creation of the
world to be holy and blameless in His sight. In love he
predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus
Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will.”

GET IN THE GAME
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QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

1. What do you think Paul means when he says God
“chose” us? How does that you make you feel when
Paul says that we were chosen by God? What re-
sponse best describes how you feel?

Why would He chose me?

I’'m not sure | want to be chosen

I'm so excited, sign me up!

Of course He picked me. I'm awesome!

Other

©coooTp

READ EPHESIANS 46 (NIV)

“There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were
called to one hope when you were called—one Lord, one
faith, one baptism,; one God and Father of all, who is over
all and through all and in all.”

CONTEXT

From A.W. Tozer, The Pursuit of God pp. 60-61

Pick at random a score of great saints whose lives
and testimonies are widely known. Let them be Bible
characters or well-known Christians of post-biblical times.
You will be struck instantly with the fact that the saints
were not alike. Sometimes the unlikenesses were so great
as to be positively glaring. How different, for example,
was Moses from Isaiah, how different was Elijah from
David; how unlike each other were John and Paul, St.
Francis and Luther, Finney and Thomas a Kempis. The
differences are as wide as human life itself-differences or
of race, nationality, education, temperament, habit and
personal qualities. Yet they walked, each in his upon a
high road of spiritual living far above the common way.

Their differences must have been incidental and in the
eyes of God of no significance. In some vital quality they

must have been alike. What was it? |
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I venture to suggest that the one vital quality which
they had in common was spiritual receptivity. Something
in them was open to heaven, something which urged
them Godward. Without attempting anything like profound
analysis, | shall say simply that they had spiritual
awareness that they went on to cultivate until it became
the biggest thing in their lives. They differed from the
average person in that when they felt the inward longing
they did something about it.

2. God has been recruiting people to be a part of the
“team” for a long time (see below) some were big time
players, some were quite average and still others were
outcasts. Why do you think God drafted these particu-
lar people? What do you think set them apart?

Adam (Genesis 2)

Noah (Genesis 6:11-21)

Abraham (Genesis 12:1-3)

Moses (Exodus 3)

David (1 Samuel 16:1-13)

Simon (Peter) and Andrew (Matthew 4:19)
Paul (Acts 9:1-19)

Timothy (1 Timothy)

Se@~oaooye

“God has an incredibly high view of people. God believes
that people are capable of amazing things. | have been told
that | need to believe in Jesus. Which is a good thing. But
what | am learning is that Jesus believes in me. | have been
told that | need to have faith in God. Which is a good thing.
But what | am learning is that God has faith in me.”

Rob Bell, Velvet Elvis, (p. 134)

What are your initial thoughts on Rob Bell’'s com-
ments? Where can you resonate with his thoughts
and where might you disagree? Why do you think God
believes you can have a greater impact on peoples’
lives than you do?

GET IN THE GAME
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Say this out loud: “Jesus believes that | have an impor-
tant role to play on His team.” Now spend some a few
moments contemplating what that really means for you
and your life’s story.

If it's true that God has faith in you, what is keeping
you from saying yes to the calling or draft to join God’s
team? How can your small group and those around
you help you take steps in that direction?

So many of us want the benefits of being on God’s
team (the Super Bowl ring, the trip to afterlife Disney
Land, the fun practices, the snacks on the sidelines),
but too many of us choose to stay on the bench rather
than getting out on the field. God wants you on the
team, and He also wants you to play in the game.
What are some possible examples in recent memory
of God calling you out onto the field?

If you have said yes to God’s draft, how are you cel-
ebrating that? Share how God has used you on His
team. How are you being a talent scout for God by

looking for others who can “get in the game”?
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CHALLENGE

From The Call by Os Guinness

To know what we are here to do, and why, is not an ab-
stract, philosophical question. There is no question closer
to our hearts. It is very personal and passionate, because
deep inside, we all long to find and fulfill a purpose bigger
than ourselves. To live a life with no purpose bigger than
oneself is to live an aimless life, or a life of puny aspira-
tions.

In the New Testament, calling is used in two distinct but
related ways. It is, first of all, almost a synonym for salva-
tion. It refers to God'’s calling people to himself as followers
of Christ, a calling to a relationship with God. And secondly,
when Jesus calls His followers to Himself, he also calls
them to give Him His rightful place of preeminence in their
lives, and then to work to see that He is given that place of
preeminence in the world. He has every right to first place
in “everyone, everywhere, and in everything.”

In time, the first of those New Testament uses of
“calling” (a calling to a Person, to a relationship with God
through Christ) became known as our “primary” calling.
Calling in the second sense (our calling to a task, to live
and work for God in the world) became known as our “sec-
ondary” callings.

Write down one thing God is calling you out on the field
to accomplish.

[GET IN THE GAME
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THE SKILLS

THE. ~ SESSION 02 - BIG IDEA

B] G God not only drafts us to be on His team, but He

also has in mind for us particular positions to play
IDEA based on the abilities, gifts, and resources He gives
each of us.

INTRODUCTION

When a team drafts a player, the team doesn't tell the player to
just go out there and play hard. There’s a particular position on the
team the player is to play, and it's usually a position the player has
been developing his skills at for years. The team says “You've got
skills” and then puts the player together with other players who have
particular skills, and the team is filled out and completed that way.

After God had completed the freeing of the Israelites from 400
years of slavery and given them His Law on Mt Sinai, the very first
thing this newly-formed, newly-free community of God’s people do
is build the Tabernacle, the building where God let His presence be
known and felt and where the people could meet with Him. And it's a
huge deal: 40 chapters in Exodus are all about what the Tabernacle
is supposed to be like, and how the people are called to contribute to
building it.

God called them all, all these just-recently freed slaves, to con-
tribute to the work. They gave what they had brought with them from
Egypt to construct the Tabernacle and they used their skills. It's not
clear from the Bible whether all the skills they used they already had,
or if God miraculously gave some of them the skills on the spot to do

11
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the work, or whether it was God giving special ability in areas
they already had skills to build the Tabernacle, but whatever
the case was, God took the skills they had and empowered
them to use them for Him in a way they never had before.

Think about the contrast between their work as slaves in
Egypt and their new work as the people of God. In Egypt, they
had no choice, but in the building of the Tabernacle, God says
“Everyone who is willing” is to contribute. No compulsion,
no coercion. This was brand new for these people who were
born and bred as slaves. Their whole lives were “have to”, but
not with God. And it wasn'’t for some cruel Egyptian overlord
that they gave their possessions and did their work: it’s for
God, the God who has rescued them and set them free. And
the result is astonishing: when their work on the Tabernacle is
done, God’s presence descends on the place and God is with
them and among them like He has never been with a people
ever before in the history of the world. That was the result of
the people using their skills for God, the very first thing they
ever did together after the giving of the Law. And the purpose
of God being among His people was always not just for them,
so that they nations would know that He was God and so that
all the nations of the world could be blessed through them.

So not only does God draft each of us to be on His team,
He has particular positions for us to play. And notice what
God says in Ephesians: “And in Him you too are being built
together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.”
-Ephesians 2:21 Each of us using our skills and gifts is God
forming us together into a building, a reference to what God
has done in the past in the construction of places of worship
of Him. But in our case, we ARE the building that houses the
presence of God.

God gives to people, a gift, a supernatural enabling for
the building up of the Body, and how God both gives us new
skills and using our existing skills that He gave us before now
to build us into a human community that does what the first
Tabernacle and Temple did: house the presence of God so
that He can be worshipped and made known.

12
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OPENER |

If you could have one superhero power, what would it be,
and why?

READ 1 CORINTHIANS 1212-28 (NIV)

12The body is a unit, though it is made up of many
parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one
body. So it is with Christ. *For we were all baptized by one
Spirit into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, slave or
free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.

4Now the body is not made up of one part but of
many. *°If the foot should say, “Because | am not a hand,
| do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason
cease to be part of the body. *°And if the ear should say,
“Because | am not an eye, | do not belong to the body,” it
would not for that reason cease to be part of the body. *’If
the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of
hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where would
the sense of smell be? 18But in fact God has arranged the
parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted
them to be. *°If they were all one part, where would the
body be? ?°As it is, there are many parts, but one body.

2IThe eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!”
And the head cannot say to the feet, “I don’t need you!”
220n the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be
weaker are indispensable, “and the parts that we think are
less honorable we treat with special honor. And the parts
that are un-presentable are treated with special modesty,
2while our presentable parts need no special treatment.
But God has combined the members of the body and has
given greater honor to the parts that lacked it, ?°so that
there should be no division in the body, but that its parts
should have equal concern for each other. %°If one part
suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored,
every part rejoices with it.

2’"Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you
is a part of it. 22And in the church God has appointed first of
all apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then workers
of miracles, also those having gifts of healing, those able
to help others, those with gifts of administration, and those
speaking in different kinds of tongues.

—_— |
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QUESTIONS

1. Inverses 14-21, Paul is making a case for unity and
for everyone in the church contributing according to
their giftedness. How does what he has to say play
out in real life - in the church you are a part of today?

2. Using his analogy, share a time when you saw an
“eye” saying it didn’t need a “foot”. Or share a time
when you saw someone try to act as an “eye” when
they were really a “foot”. Or share a time when the
body parts were all functioning well together.

3. Inverse 24 and 25, Paul says the “parts” should have
equal concern for each other and that none of them
should receive special treatment. How can we as a
church show equal attention to all the spiritual gifts
represented? What does verse 26 have to say about
this?

READ 1 CORINTHIANS 12:27-28 (NIV)

2’"Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of
you is a part of it. 2And in the church God has appointed
first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers,
then workers of miracles, also those having gifts of
healing, those able to help others, those with gifts of
administration, and those speaking in different kinds of
tongues.

GET IN THE GAME
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READ EPHESIANS 411-13 (NIV)

“It was He who gave some to be apostles, some to be
prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors
and teachers, to prepare God'’s people for works of service,
so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach
unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God
and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the
fullness of Christ.”

4. Below is a list of Spiritual Gifts and their definitions.
Take time in your small group to affirm each person
by recognizing their spiritual gifts (maybe break up in
groups of 3 or 4). What gifts do you see in one another?
Now look back at the text and try to find which spiritual
gifts best represent you in your own opinion.

Administration - the special ability to understand what
makes an organization function, and the special abil-

ity to plan and execute procedures that accomplish the
goals of the ministry. Acts 12:12-21

Apostleship - the special ability to start and oversee
the development of new churches or ministry structures.
Acts 12:1-5, Acts 14:21-23

Craftsmanship - the special ability to creatively design
and/or construct items to be used for ministry. Exodus
28:3-4

Creative Communication - the special ability to com-
municate God’s truth through a variety of art forms.
Psalms 150:3-5, 2 Samuel 6:14-15, Mark 4:2,33

Discernment - the special ability to distinguish between
truth and error. It is able to discern the spirits, differ-
entiating between good and evil, right and wrong. Acts
5:3-6, Acts 16:16-18

Encouragement - the special ability to present truth so

as to strengthen, comfort, or urge to action those who
are discouraged or wavering in their faith. Acts 11:23-24,

Acts 14:21-22 |
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Evangelism - the special ability to effectively communi-
cate the gospel to unbelievers so they respond in faith
and move toward discipleship. Acts 8:26-40

Faith - the special ability to act on God’s promises with
confidence and unwavering belief in God’s ability to fulfill
his purposes. Hebrews 11

Giving - the special ability to contribute money and
resources to the work of the Lord with cheerfulness and
liberality. 2 Corinthians 8:1-5

Healing - the special ability to be God’s means for re-
storing people to wholeness. James 5:13-16, Luke 9:1-2

Helps - the special ability to accomplish practical and
necessary tasks which free-up, support, and meet the
needs of others. Acts 6:2-4

Hospitality - the special ability to care for people by
providing fellowship, food, and shelter. Genesis 18:1-15

Intercession - the special ability to consistently pray
on behalf of and for others, seeing frequent and specific
results. 1 Thessalonians 3:10-13, 1 Timothy 2:1-2

Interpretation - the special ability to make known to the
body of Christ the message of one who is speaking in
tongues. 1 Corinthians 14:5, 27-28

Knowledge - the special ability to bring truth to the body
through a revelation or biblical insight. Ephesians 3:14-19

Leadership - the special ability to cast vision, moti-
vate, and direct people to harmoniously accomplish the
purposes of God. Hebrews 13:17, Judges 3:10, Exodus
18:13-16

Mercy - the special ability to cheerfully and practically
help those who are suffering or are in need, compassion
moved to action. Luke 10:30-37

Miracles - the special ability to authenticate the ministry
and message of God through supernatural interventions
which glorify him. Acts 8:6, 13, Hebrews 2:4

GET IN THE GAME
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Missionary - the special ability to adapt to and under-
stand other cultures to effectively share the love of God
and reach people for Christ. 1 Corinthians 9:19-23

Music - the special ability to use music as an outreach
to others and as an up reach to God. 1 Corinthians
14:26, Mark 12:36

Prophecy - the special ability to reveal truth and pro-
claim it in a timely and relevant manner for understand-
ing, correction, repentance, or edification.

1 Corinthians 14:1-5, 1 Corinthians 14:30-33, 1 Corin-
thians 14:37-40

Serving - the special ability to accomplish tasks in or-
der to meet the needs of others. Galatians 6:1-2

Shepherding - the special ability to nurture, care for,
and guide people toward on-going spiritual maturity and
becoming like Christ. 1 Peter 5:1-11

Teaching - the special ability to understand, clearly
explain, and apply the word of God, causing greater
Christ-likeness in the lives of listeners. Hebrews 5:12-
14 Hebrews 5:12-14

Tongues - the special ability to speak, worship, or pray
in a language unknown to the speaker. Acts 10:45-46,
Romans 8:26-27, 1 Corinthians 14:4-5, 26

Wisdom - the special ability to apply spiritual truth ef-
fectively to meet a need in a specific situation. James
3:13-17

QUESTION

5.

How are you using the “skills” God has given you to
build up the church and help more people find their way
back to Him? In what ways can your small group work
together to accomplish the use of your “skills”?

GET IN THE GAME

SESSION 02 - THE SKILLS

17



-X29»

JNVYI FHL NI 139

SESSION 02 - THE SKILLS

18



THE.  SESSION 03 - BIG IDEA

The goal of the team is to change the world, to
help people everywhere find their way back to God.
IDEA That's the game plan.

Great teams often become great after inspiring locker room talks
that their coaches give them right before the big game. The coach will
get all the players together and talk to them about how important to-
day’s game is. The coach may remind the team what they are here
to do and how they need to play their hearts out. “Leave everything
out on the field,” the coach might say. Or, “hold nothing back in order
to win.” Or as one team captain said to his team mates right before
the big game, “All | want is all you got for as long as it takes.”

OPENER

Share a memory of a coach or teacher that inspired you as a
child.

CONTEXT

Jesus had a “locker-room” talk with His first followers. After years
of training and preparing them, Jesus is getting ready to physically
leave the earth. The big game is about to start for those first follow-
ers: from now on they will be His team, His people, His body on the
earth. These are Jesus’ very last words to His team:

19



|
m READ ACTS 1:8 (NIV)

“You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes
on you, and you will be My witnesses in Jerusalem, and
in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the ends of the
earth.”

At this time Jesus had spent only three years with his
followers. | imagine that throughout these three years the fol-
lowers spent some time discussing among themselves who
this Jesus really was. They had seen him perform miracles
and had heard one of their own (Peter) confess that Jesus
was indeed the son of God. And if that wasn’t enough to
convince them, they recently saw Him crucified and come
back to life. And now He is telling them to go and tell the
world about Him, to bear witness of all that they had seen
and heard, to basically spread the word to the whole world
that He is the son of God.

QUESTIONS

1. Share atime when someone asked you to do some-
thing that felt completely overwhelming or impossible.

2. Do you jump right in on huge tasks, or do you tend to
hold back, afraid of failure?

GET IN THE GAME
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READ ACTS 81 (NIV)

“On that day a great persecution broke out against
the church at Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were
scattered throughout Judea and Samaria.”

| Notice that Jesus first had his “locker room”
( . ) talk with his followers in Acts chapter 1. Here
we read in Acts chapter 8 that the church in
Jerusalem faced persecution and so the follow-
ers scattered to other areas like Judea and Samaria. Sound
familiar? These are just the places that Jesus told them to
go during his final conversation with them. Although Jesus
challenged the followers to be witnesses in other parts of the
region, it wasn’t until persecution forced the issue, that the fol-
lowers really left the comfort of their home.

This story is our story. We have a tremendous tendency
and propensity to stay. We're kind of the opposite of dogs.
It's a pretty big challenge to teach a dog to “stay”. Dogs are
animals of movement. They like to move and go after things
that move, including their owners. So it’'s not easy to teach a
dog to stay. But we're the opposite of dogs: staying is what
we naturally do. We like to stay and have a nice church for
ourselves. Stay here, and let whoever wants to join us come
to us and then they can stay with us. We like to stay comfort-
able and stay where we are, stay fixated on ourselves and
lose sight of the passion of the words of the locker room talk
that Jesus gave right before the big game
began. So it’s almost like God is saying S TAY I
through circumstances, “Ok, how about a 1
little persecution to get you out the door?”

3. In what areas of your life do you find yourself defend-
ing the status quo and wishing things could just stay
the same?

GET IN THE GAME
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READ MATTHEW 2816-20 (NIV)

16Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the
mountain where Jesus had told them to go. 1"When
they saw him, they worshiped him,; but some doubted.
18Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in
heaven and on earth has been given to me. *°Therefore
go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, ?°and teaching them to obey everything | have
commanded you. And surely | am with you always, to
the very end of the age.”

(' DID YOU KNOW? )

“In surveys recently conducted among large
national samples of unchurched people, we learned that
most of them have never been invited to a church by a
Christian. Likewise, most unchurched respondents said
that they have never been told by a Christian what it
means to believe in Jesus Christ and never been invited
to embrace Jesus as their Lord and Savior”
\_ George Barna, Growing True Disciples Y,

4. How do you feel like Jesus’ words in Matthew 28:19
are relevant to you?

5. What keeps you from “leaving it all on the field”
when it comes to the game plan of helping people
find their way back to God? What part of this mis-
sion freaks you out?

GET IN THE GAME
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6. What role do you think the Holy Spirit was supposed
to play in Jesus'’ first followers’ ability to carry out the
challenge in Acts 1:8?

7. What role do you see the Holy Spirit playing in your
ability to fulfill the game plan?

8. What can you start doing or stop doing to be more ef-
fective in the game?

CHALLENGE

Read Matthew 5:15-16

5Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a
bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to
everyone in the house. *6In the same way, let your light
shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and
praise your Father in heaven.

Read 1 Peter 3:15

5But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always
be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you
to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this
with gentleness and respect,

—_— |
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Read John 13:34-35

34 “A new command | give you: Love one another.
As | have loved you, so you must love one another. 3° By
this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you
love one another.”

9. Write what you think Jesus’ game plan is in your own
words.

[GET IN THE GAME

24 SESSION 03 - THE GAME PLAN



SESSION 04
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o @g THE DYNASTY
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THE  SESSION 04 -BIG IDEA

The game that we’'ve been drafted for, the mission
TDEA we are called to use our skills in is a forever thing. It
goes on and on; the ultimate dynasty.

INTRODUCTION

Lots of great teams have great seasons, but a few teams
become more than just a great team for a year; they become a dy-
nasty, a team that keeps winning and winning, year after year after
year.

When it comes to being on mission with God, being on God'’s
team, we didn’t start the dynasty. We become part of it. It began
a long time ago, as far back as even Abraham: God blessing the
world, generation after generation through His people until the end
of time, when people from “every tongue and tribe and nation” will
be gathered together with Him forever. That's a dynasty whose
scope is beyond our ability to comprehend it.

dyenasety

1 : a succession of rulers of the same line of descent

2 : a powerful group or family that maintains its position for a
considerable time

OPENER

Imagine the family you grew up in as a dynasty. What legacy
would your family be known for?
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I
a READ MARK 14:3-9 (NIV)

3While he was in Bethany, reclining at the table in
the home of a man known as Simon the Leper, a woman
came with an alabaster jar of very expensive perfume,
made of pure nard. She broke the jar and poured the
perfume on his head. “Some of those present were
saying indignantly to one another, “Why this waste
of perfume? °It could have been sold for more than a
year’s wages and the money given to the poor.” And
they rebuked her harshly. ¢’Leave her alone,” said
Jesus. “Why are you bothering her? She has done a
beautiful thing to me. “"The poor you will always have
with you, and you can help them any time you want. But
you will not always have me 8She did what she could.
She poured perfume on my body beforehand to prepare
for my burial. °I tell you the truth, wherever the gospel is
preached throughout the world, what she has done will
also be told, in memory of her.”

QUESTIONS

1. What surprises you about this story?

2. If you were present when this story was happening,
do you think you would share the reaction of the
onlookers?

GET IN THE GAME
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CONTEXT

Think about that: anointing Jesus with perfume that was
worth all the money you’d make in an entire year. It was an
incredible gesture representing this woman’s understanding of
Jesus’ value. Jesus’ response to the woman serving Him in this
way is very different then those present. He tells everybody
listening that her extravagance is wonderful, so wonderful and
important that it will be something that will be spoken of for
ages and ages to come. He says her generosity will not end
there and then, but will send “ripple effects” down through the
generations.

What we do for Jesus when we get in the game to some
people (including US!) will seem foolish. All that time? All that
money? All that effort? All that for this thing called “church”?
Isn’t that taking it just a little bit too far? Jesus says “no way”.
He tells us that what we do for Him will affect generations and
generations that are to come, and will have an eternal impact.
As we give ourselves to becoming more and more His church.
We become part of a dynasty.

READ EPHESIANS 118-21

18] pray also that the eyes of your heart may be
enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which
he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance
in the saints, **and his incomparably great power for us
who believe. That power is like the working of his mighty
strength, ?°which he exerted in Christ when he raised him
from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the
heavenly realms, ?*far above all rule and authority, power
and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in
the present age but also in the one to come.

QUESTIONS

3. What similarities do you see about Jesus last words
about the woman in Mark 14 and the Ephesians pas-
sage above?

GET IN THE GAME
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4. Share a time when someone else, (or even yourself)
thought what you were doing for Jesus was crazy or a
bit too “out there” or radical. How does this make you
feel?

5. When have you felt God’s “incomparably great power”
in your life?

6. Share an example of someone who did something for
Jesus in previous generations that has affected your life
today.

CONTEXT

As Christ Followers we are called to give our all for a
cause, a team that will have impact for ages and ages to come,
even forever. We each have to answer a huge question: Am |
going to be about having a nice life for my 70+ or so years on
this earth or will | invest all that | have in something that will live
on and on after | am gone?

7. What other teams compete against God’s team in this
world?

GET IN THE GAME
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The woman who did that beautiful thing out of love for
Christ had no idea at the time that what she did would send
positive shock waves throughout eternity. She simply loved
Jesus so much that He was worth more to her than anything
in the world. God calls us all to that kind of generosity and
extravagant love as part of His team.

8. What can you currently do for Jesus that has potential
to send “ripple effects” down through the generations?

|GET IN THE GAME
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NOTE TO LEADERS

The answers provided here are not meant to be “the right an-
swers.” Most of the questions in this guide are intended to promote
discussion, not fish for correct answers. Most answers will vary
based on people’s background, insights, whatever they bring to
the table. But these are some thoughts that you may find helpful to
kicking off the discussion for a question, or guiding it if it seems to
get stuck.

SESSION 01 - THE DRAFT

1.

Regardless of whether this is a case of God predetermin-
ing our future; this is a case of love and purpose. God has
a plan for humanity and we have a HUGE part to play in
that. Each of us do. Imagine a father choosing his son or
daughter to be heir of their billion dollar estate. The father
would be very intentional about preparing their child for
ownership of that estate. In a similar way, God is prepar-
ing us for something big; we just have to believe he has
chosen us to do it.

It's tempting to look at the list and think these people were
super-human and there isn’t any way any of could have
ever accomplished what those people did throughout the
Bible. It's not so much the skills, the stories, or wealth that
sets these people apart, it was their obedience and willing-
ness to say yes to God’s calling. They accepted God’s
invitation, and they played the game.
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3. Answers vary. lItis hard to believe that we matter to
God, and that He wants us to play a part on His team.
If each of saw ourselves like God sees us, who knows
what we might accomplish. Perhaps we would all be
a lot bolder and attempt audacious things if we saw
ourselves like God sees us.

4. Responses will vary.

5. This question is an open invitation to explore some
doubts that people have. There may be people in your
group that aren’t sure if they really are Christ-follow-
ers. There may be people in your group that really
want to understand how to become a Christ-follower. If
there are members in the small group who do not feel
adequate or ready to say “yes” to God'’s calling, it might
be helpful to study the book of John or chose a study
that speaks specifically to God’s calling in their life.

6. Answers will vary. God called me to give financially
in a sacrificial way to a hurting family in my neighbor-
hood. God prompted me to get involved serving in a
ministry on a weekly basis. One of my co-workers just
lost one of their parents, and they had a lot of questions
about God’s grace, and what the Bible has to say about
heaven. | took time to have a coffee and talk about my
co-worker’s questions, and took time to listen to their
fears.

7. Whenever we have a Baptism Ceremony (Commitment
Celebration Service), | attend to celebrate God’s work
in these new Christ-followers’ lives. In my small group
| always try to encourage members of my group to use
their God given talents weekly in some capacity.

SESSION 02 - THE SKILLS

1. Paulis still trying to drive the value of unity and how the
each part of the body can't live without the other. Our
church encourages people to find their unique gifted-
ness and strengths, and to use that information as they
try out different contributing roles in the church.

—
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It is important for us to use the community around us
to evaluate if we are on the right track in using certain
gifts. If | keep attempting to take on leadership roles
and all | do is frustrate those around me, it may be
healthy for me to evaluate if leadership is the part of
suppose to play on the body.

Answers will vary. We need to honor those with hospi-
tality gifts and bake cookies, and prepare the coffee, as
much as we honor and appreciate those that sing on
the stage, or preach and teach the message. We need
to honor and appreciate all who use their gifts to serve
the church and the world. The “body” of Christ, the
church, does experience pain when a member of the
body is hurting or in pain, or no longer contributes their
gifts to the church.

Example - Bob you seem to be very good at organizing
guy’s nights out. Rachel you have a great voice. Alex

you are powerful in praying for others; you might have

the gift of miracles or healing.

One of the first steps to understanding our spiritual gifts
is either by taking some kind of assessment. Commu-
nity Christian Church offers a course called LifeMAP.
This course helps people to identify their spiritual gifts-
-talents given to us by the Holy Spirit. To register and
learn more_lifemap@communitychristian.org . Another
way to understand your spiritual gifts is to ask other
Christ-followers what gifts they see in you.

SESSION 03 - THE GAMEPLAN

1.

Answers will vary. | was once asked to take over a
project at work that was going down the tubes, and |
thought it would surely sink my career. | saw the value
of the project to our customers, so | decided to take on
the challenge, and | prayed that God would bless my
efforts.

GET IN THE GAME
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2. There is not a “right” way to be. God has wired us all
differently with different personalities. Our past expe-
riences effect how we respond to challenges giving
some of us more confidence then others. The idea
here is to identify who we are and challenge our-
selves to follow God’s leading in our lives, even when
it is outside our comfort zone or how we normally
operate.

3. Answers will vary. Perhaps group members will rec-
ognize their tendency to be comfortable with same-
ness and how easy it is to give up on challenging
ourselves or to submit to God’s challenges.

4. Traditionally it is understood that Jesus words are for
all followers, not just the one’s present at the time.
The key to this question, however, is how we “feel.”
Do we feel like Jesus is talking to us? Our response
to this question is likely based on our history as a
Christ follower. If we are new to following Jesus, we
may not feel the Game Plan involves us. If we are
spiritually seeking and have not yet decided to put
our trust in Christ, then we may rightly feel that Jesus
is not talking to us. This question should be fairly tell-
ing on where we are at on our journey with Jesus.

5. Answers vary. Sharing out loud the things that block
us from giving our all to the mission, may just be the
first steps of accountability and challenge that we
need to overcome hurdles that keep us from play-
ing our position to its fullest potential. Answers vary.
Sharing our fears out loud with others and recogniz-
ing that many of us share common fears is often part
of the process of giving our fears to God.

6. The Holy Spirit prompted the first generation of
Christ-followers to move out of their comfort zone in
Jerusalem, and to move out into the world. The Holy
Spirit gave discernment and wisdom to the apostles
to make wise choices about the inclusion of gentiles
into the family of who were considered “Christians”.
The Holy Spirit allowed the apostles to perform
miracles and wonders. The Holy Spirit guided the
apostles to write what we now consider Holy Scrip-
ture.

GET IN THE GAME
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7. Some people will be more comfortable talking about I
the Holy Spirit then others. The Holy Spirit is available
to all Christ followers and our ability to carry out the
mission is directly related to the Holy Spirit's power in
our lives. It is not what we do, but what the Holy Spirit
does through us.

8. Sometimes we fill our lives with stuff that keeps us
busy and unavailable for the game. The interesting
part of this question is not so much about what MORE
you need to do, but what do you need to STOP doing
in order to complete God’s mission for you.

SESSION 04 - THE DYNASTY

1. Jesus’ response to the woman can seem surpris-
ing. At first glance it appears the “onlookers” have a
more “spiritual” response. It is just a reminder that
God’s ways are not our ways. Itis also a reminder
that Jesus values our connection and relationship
with him over any “good works” that we do. Without a
love relationship with Jesus, our good works lose their
significance.

2. Answers will vary. This question is designed to get
to know the people in the group and to recognize and
appreciate the various personalities and different ap-
proaches to life and situations.

3. Inthe Mark story Jesus says that what the woman
has done will be told wherever the gospel is preached
throughout the world, and the Ephesians passage
says that as Christ followers the mighty work of God
in us has implications for the present age and also the
age to come. It seems that truly what we do for Jesus
has major ramifications.

4. Sharing our experiences and feelings and hearing
those of others often helps us overcome barriers to
continuing to live out the radical mission.

5. Answers will vary.

6. The stories shared should be encouraging to us as we
continue to try to live the mission.

GET IN THE GAME
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